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Spotlight on South Florida actor Avi Hoffman

Actor Avi Hoffman performing |ive on stage. PHOTO BY ANGELO FRABONI
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“Yaddish is my ‘mameloshn’ (mymother

tongue). As a child of Holocaust survivors,

I wasinstilled with the beauty and depth

of Yiddish language and culture and the

importance of keeping the legacy alive” Avi
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“My mother used to sing and play with
me and eventually she started writing plays
and musicals which I could performasa
child in the Bronx. This led to my profes-
sional debut in the Yiddish Theatre in NY

“When 1 made my debut at age 10ina
show called Bronx Express 1968’ Yaddish
Theater had started its decline from the
heights of its pop
privilege of working with some of the great
stars of the Yaddish Theater in the late
'60s. There weren't many children who
spoke fluent Yaddish and could act, so T was
embraced by all those still performing in
Yiddish. Years later, in the '80s, I was able
to return to Yiddish theater as an adult, and
be a part of its global renaissance”

Avi was asked, “How has your mother

y. but I still had the
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influenced your life's
work?™
“There is no question
that my mother has been
the greatest inflsence on
my professional career,
as we have been working
together since mmy child
hood. To this day we have
created award-winning
productions that have
been seen worldwide.
Together we founded the
Yidkighlcayt Initiative (Y1
Laorve Jewrish} in order to
preserve and present the
best of Jewish culture,
building upon her 2% years
at Columbia Universaty”
There have been several
mentors in Avis e,
“Theadore Bikel was
notso mucha mentor,
as afriend and an iconic
performer whom I listened
o as a child, growing up
on his bemtrful albums of
Yiddish folk songs,” Avi

recalled. “Heand other
great icons of Jewish
culture, many of whom I
was lucky encugh tomest,
gave me the gifts of their
talent and inspired me
to pursue a career i this
meshuggeneh businesc”

“Oine af the most import:
ant influences on my life
was the great Fymush
Finkel with whom I
waorked, and where Imet
my wife and the mother of
my children. The brilliane
Bruce Adler was a friend
whom I had the oppar:
tumity towork with and
learn from, but everyone
from Lesnard Mimoy (who
spake a fluent Yiddish), Mel
EBrvoks and Carl Beiner,
Larry Kert, Laurence
Luckinbill and the many
preat talents that I met and
worked with, have made
me the actor/performer T
am today™

“T asked Avi his thoughts
om the future of the Yaddish
language?™

“Over three hundred

years ago, historians
predicted the death of
Yuddash. Those historians
are dead Yiddish is thriv-
ing. The future of Yiddish is
brighse™

T taught a course at the
University of Miami called
Yiddish: The Foundation
of Modern Cubtare. I truly
believe that those who
came from the Yiddich
world of the 1380s to the
15405 are primarihy respon
siblle for the evolution of
our modern world cobture.
The greatest forces in
Theater, , Tedevision,
by, Music and beyond
came out of the world
of Yiddish to change the
world”

Axi shared the idea
behind his renowned
cne-person shows " Too
Jewizsh®™, *Too Jewish,
Too" and “Sull Jewish After
All Thesse Years™

“Theoriginal Too
Jewish? was written in
1994 0 was unem
ploved and desperate

betore the birth of our first
child A NY producer friend
of mine, Eric Krehs, tald
me towrite a play he could
present on the off mighis
in histheater and would
pay me a living wage. The
rest is history. TJ2 and Stll
Jewish are cutgrowths and
complementary programs
to the criginal”

I agked Avi abour some of
his frvorite film roles.

“Playing the title rode
in the film “The Impareed
Bridegroom” taught me
=0 much ahout the film
industry, but T have recentdly
starred m several highly
acclaimed Holocanst films
which have been recog
mized in Film Festivals
workdwide™

“As achild of Holocaust
survivars, Lhave dedicated
much of my work m finding
EVET MOre Ways to present
thee storses and lessoms of
the Holocanst toall gener.
ations and all people. We
have partnered with many
International Holocaust

organizations to pressot
engaging and academic
PrOgTammang o COMImem:
orate the Holocanst 3
times ayear: Kristallnakht
{Novemebr}, International
Holocmust Bemembrance:
Day (January) and Yom
HaShoah (Apnl} "

Avi talked about the
show *“Yiddish Tangos"
that will be presented at
The Wick Theatre in Boca
Ratonon Tuesday, August

“Widdish Tangos was
a project that Maestro
Azaron Kulainvited me to
participate in. I fell in love
with it and we organized
a pre-covid tour that got
canceled when the workd
shut down. We ended up
daing a free concert on
Facehook Live and 1200000
people watched it Now
we're live againand selling
out at the Wick Theatre and
Toouldn't be more exrired

“This season will be
extremely bosy as we begin
returning to live perfor-

mances. In addition to
all the YT Love Jewish
programs and Festivals,
I will be starring in the
Wick Theater production
of Jerry Herman's Milk &
Honey in (ctober MNovemn:
bbex, and I will be part of the
workd premiere production
of Last Night In Inwoad
at Theatre Lab at FAL i
JanuaryFebruary. Tam
‘working on major proj
ects with the University of
Adiiami and would like to
begin production of a film
version of Death of o Sales
man in Yiddish. S0 mamy
projects and so litle time™
Al s A, “Is there any
glizh spoken m any of
your periemances includ
ing the YiddishFe
“Ar this point, everything
iz performed in English,
with ahisl’ (listle) Yiddish
and based in Yiddishkayt"
Far more information on
V1 Love YiddishFest and
ather upcoming events Avi
is working on visit yilove
jewishorg
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